JANUARY REPORT

Iran oil minister to visit Baghdad to discuss Kurdistan-Iran pipeline Jan 2

Erbil: A proposed pipeline to export Kurdish oil through Iran that has not yet been
endorsed by Baghdad will reportedly be on the agenda when Iran’s oil minister visits the
country next week to meet with his Iraqi counterpart, according to Iranian
media. According to Fars News Agency, Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh is expected
to arrive in Baghdad on an official visit next week to discuss a range of topics with his
counterpart Abdul Jabbar Allibi, notably the future of the oil market, the role of Tehran
and Iraq in OPEC, and a proposed pipeline to export Kurdish crude to international
buyers through his country. The agency has said that Zanganeh will specifically discuss
the question of exporting the Kurdistan Region’s oil from Sulaimani province to Iran.
rudaw.net
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Kurdistan govt says three more countries to open consulates in Erbil Jan4

Erbil: Countries from three continents have arranged for establishing consular offices in
Iraqi Kurdistan Region’s capital, Erbil, Falah Mustafa said that Armenia has agreed to
open its first representation, its first consulate office in Erbil. He added that so far only
a business office of the Austrian Federal Government exists, but the Austrian
government is coordinating with the Austrian Embassy in Baghdad to upgrade the office
to a consulate, the Federal Government of Brazil, is planning to replace its honorary
consulate office to an official one in Erbil and KRG is waiting for the Brazilian
government to assign a new consul, according to Mustafa.
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Kurdistan signs education agreement with Hungary’s Human Capacities Ministry Jan5
Erbil: The Kurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research has signed an education agreement with the Hungarian Ministry of
Human Capacities. The Press Directorate of the KRG Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research released a statement on Thursday saying Minister Yousif Goran
signed a higher education development agreement with the Hungarian Deputy Minister
of Human Capacities, Bence Retvari. The agreement covers the education of students
from the Kurdistan Region in Hungary as well as Hungarian students studying at
universities in the Kurdistan Region, the statement reported.
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Japanese FM announces $24 billion for Iraq, Syria and neighboring countries Jan 7
Paris: Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida announced on Friday a planned aid
package worth 24 billion dollars for Syria, Iraq and neighboring countries. Japanese
ministers, including Kishida, held a meeting with the French minister for foreign affairs
and the minister of defense in Paris for the third session of a political-military dialogue
between the two countries. The ministers also highlighted the need to augment the
international community’s efforts to combat terrorist threats, specifically by the Islamic
State and al-Qaeda. Established in 2014, the dialogue is a venue to discuss global issues
including those in the Asia-Pacific region, notably the actions of North Korea, and to

advance the cooperation between France and Japan on security and defense.
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Dutch ministers in Iraqi Kurdistan to discuss war against IS, IDP crisis jan 10
Erbil: The Dutch ministers of defense and foreign trade are in Iraq’s Kurdistan Region
and they are to meet with the Kurdish Prime Minister and members of his cabinet today
to discuss the situation of internally displaced people (IDP) and the war against
IS. Jeanine Hennis and Lilianne Ploumen are going to meet with PM Nechirvan Barzani
and also visit a number of places in the region, said Falah Mustafa, head of Kurdistan
Region’s department of foreign relations. The two ministers arrived at FErbil
International Airport late on Monday. Mustafa said the ministers will see the
development of the Kurdish region in all aspects and they will also discuss the situation
of refugees and IDPs settled in camps across the region.
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Washington says Erbil must get its share of foreign loans to Iraq,11 Jan



Washington: The US government believes that a recent loan guarantee worth $1billion
will help Iraq meet some of its public service needs and IDP resettlement, and that it
should include the Kurdistan Region, said Deputy State Department spokesperson Mark
Toner on Tuesday. Toner said that budget sharing and monetary issues were an internal
Iraqi matter but he hoped that the recent cooperation between Erbil and Baghdad would
lead to further collaboration in other aspects. “So these discussions between Baghdad or
between — well, frankly, Baghdad and the KRG on budgetary issues are an internal
matter — an internal Iraqi matter — and so, I have to refer you to the Government of Iraq.”
Toner said, in response to a question. “And we believe that the sovereign loan guarantee
will help the Government of Iraq meet its — the needs of all Iraqis, and by all Iraqis I
mean including those in the Kurdistan Region.”
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Kurdistan govt to begin making public pay for rubbish collection, official says Jan12

Sulaimani: Iraq’s Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has decided to make the
general public pay for rubbish collection, an official said on Thursday. Head of Sulaimani
Municipality, Yousif Yasin, told NRT that they were informed by the KRG to collect
payments from residents of the city for the collection of rubbish in neighborhoods. “The
amount of money has not been set yet by the KRG, but it could be between 2,000 to 5,000
Iraqi dinars ($1.70 and $4.25),” Yasin said. “The money will be either paid through a
private company or paid with water bills when the decision goes into effect.” Yasin said
he believed that the decision discriminates between poor and rich neighborhoods. The
KRG used to pay private companies to collect garbage in the Kurdistan Region before it

was hit by the current economic crisis.
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Japan opened its consulate in the Kurdish capital of Erbil 12 Jan

11 Jan on Wednesday following meetings between the country’s Foreign Minister
Kentaro Sonoura and senior Kurdish officials, including the president and prime
minister.

In a ceremony attended by Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani and other senior officials,
the Japanese consulate opened its doors for the first time on Wednesday, joining dozens
of other countries who have representation in the Kurdistan Region.
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German army promises to train Kurdish fighters for another year

Erbil: Germany’s army reaffirmed its commitment in the fight against IS by requesting
an extension for up to 150 soldiers to train Kurdish Peshmerga militants in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The German army’s training role in Iraq will be extended
through January 2018, pending approval by German legislature, and Germany’s
engagement will be reviewed, and modified if necessary, the German Consulate in Erbil
announced on Wednesday. The German army mission aims to improve the capabilities
of the Iraqi armed forces and Kurdish forces, the statement added. Germany is one of
the few countries supplying the Kurdish troops directly through Erbil and not through

the Iraqi central government in Baghdad.
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Iraqi Kurdistan sheltering over 90,000 displaced from Mosul battle J an 1 4th
Erbil: At least 90,000 people fleeing clashes between Islamic State (IS) militants and
Iraqi forces have arrived in Iraq’s Kurdistan Region since the start of the Mosul offensive
on October 17. The General Director of the Joint Crisis Center, Hoshang Mohammed,
told the regional government website that the displaced people, who number around
25,000 families, settled in Duhok and Erbil refugee camps of Khazir, Hassan Sham,
Debaga, Qaimawa, and Nagrzili. The Kurdistan Government, assisted by the Iraqi
Ministry of Displacement and Migration, as well as humanitarian organizations have
provided shelter, food, security and health services for the IDPs, Mohammed
said. According to Mohammed, a shortage of food, water and medicine in Mosul as well
as more intense clashes in the last ten days have doubled the number of IDPs who are
fleeing IS-held areas per day.
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Government: Kurdistan’s economic conditions will improve in 2017 janl4
Erbil: The economic conditions will improve in Iraq’s Kurdistan region if oil prices rise,
the reform system we have embarked upon succeeds, and the war on Islamic State ends,”
Rabar Sidiq, the Kurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) deputy finance minister, told
Rudaw. The new Iraqi budget favors Baghdad, authorizing it to export more oil from the
Kurdistan Region without any increase in the region’s budget share in return and subject
the KRG to legal proceedings and economic problems. Sadiq said” Kurdistan’s economic
conditions are predicted to be better in 2017 than they were in 2016. This prediction is
based on three possibilities. First, it is based on a potential rise in oil prices. If oil prices
continue to soar, they will have a positive impact on Kurdistan’s revenue and economic
conditions. Second, it is based on an overhaul in the structure of the region’s economic
and finance ministry. Third, it is based on a reduction in the costs of the war with the
Islamic State (IS).
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Belgium intends to open consulate in Iraqi Kurdistan Jan, 15

Erbil: Belgian federal government will first assign a diplomat to Baghdad and this will
set the stage to open an honorary consular office in Iraq’s Kurdistan Region, according
to an official statement issued on Saturday. As stated in the statement by Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG)’s representative office to the European Union (EU), the
intent by the Belgian government was disclosed in a meeting between KRG and Belgian
officials. KRG’s Representative to EU, Dlawar Azhgayi, on Saturday paid a visit to the
Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and met with officials for the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA)’s affairs. According to the statement, the Belgian officials think it is



important for their country to open an honorary consular office in Kurdistan Region.
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Kuwait builds schools, medical centers in Iraqi Kurdistan ,Jan 16

Erbil: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) will build five schools and other three
medical centers in Erbil and Duhok for displaced Iraqis’ camps in Iraqi Kurdistan, who
fled their homes from Mosul. Consul General of Kuwait to Erbil Omar Al-Kandiri told
KUNA on Monday that the Consulate General supervised the signing of two agreements
today between KRCS and a construction company in Iraqi Kurdistan region for building
five schools and three medical centers to better serve displaced Iraqis. The newly-built
schools and medical centers will be later handed to the Ministries of health and
education in Iraq Kurdistan region.
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South Korea to open education facility in Halabja Jan 17

Halabja: South Korea will open a charitable education facility in Halabja city in Iraqi
Kurdistan, with an education range from nursery school until high school. The first
foundation stone of the facility was laid on Tuesday in Halabja with South Korean Consul
General to the Kurdistan Region, Park Young-Kyu, and a number of Kurdish officials in

attendance, NRT reported. The project costs nearly $5 million. “It is a great honor for me



to be here to open this modern school in Halabja,” consul general Young-Kyu said during
a press conference. “Now and for almost three decades, we see life and prosperity
progressing in Halabja.” Young-Kyu added that it would become the fourth education
facility built in the Kurdistan Region after the construction of other education
communities in Erbil, Sulaimani and Duhok.
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Belgium to continue supporting Peshmerga, FM says 17 jan

The Belgian Foreign Minister has said his country, alongside other Coalition members,

will continue their support to Peshmerga fighting Islamic State (IS) militants. Foreign

minister Didier Reynders told NRT during a meeting of European Union foreign

ministers on Monday that there are Belgian advisers in Baghdad as well as around

Mosul bringing support to Iraqi forces embroiled in the fight against ISIS. Reynders

added Belgium, alongside other members of the U.S.-led Coalition forces, are supporting

the Peshmerga forces on ground. “We have a lot of military people, not only from Belgium,

from other members of Coalition, to support the Peshmerga on the ground,” he said. “And

it is very important to do that.”
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Barzani and Norway’s FM discuss war on Islamic State 18 Jan

Davos: Massoud Barzani met with Borge Brende, Norway’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
in Davos, Switzerland. The two sides spoke of the general situation of Iraq’s Kurdistan
Region and the current war on Islamic State group (IS), Kurdistan Presidency website
reported. Barzani, accompanied by his Chief of Staff Fuad Hussein and Foreign Minister
Falah Mustafa Bakir, is currently in Switzerland to take part in the annual Davos forum.
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Massoud Barzani says he discusses cooperation with Germany 19 Jan

Davos: Masoud Barzani said on Wednesday he had discussed cooperation with Germany
“in the fight against terrorism.” “We have a strong relationship with Germany through
the advisors who are there training the Peshmerga on the ground,” Barzani said after a
talk with German Defense Minister Ursula von der Leyen. “And they helped us in
providing weapons and ammunition. So we talked about this cooperation, the
cooperation between Peshmerga forces and the ministry of defense in Germany,” he
added. According to him, Germany’s support had achieved “good results.”
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Massoud Barzani expects Trump-led US to support Iraqi Kurdistan 20 jan

Davos: Massoud Barzani told Rudaw from Davos that it is expected the new US Donald
Trump-led administration will support Iraq’s Kurdistan Region because many of those
who are set to take leadership roles in the new US administration are friends with
Kurds. “Fortunately, many of those who are supposed to take high positions are
acquainted and friends with me personally and Kurdistan,” Barzani said. The US Vice
President-elect [Mike Pence] emphasized to me on the phone his support and friendship
[to the Kurdistan Region]. We are confident there will even more support to us.”
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Iran to begin exporting natural gas to Iraq next week 22 Jan

Tehran: The Iranian government has announced that the export of natural gas to Iraq
will begin next week through a pipeline that stretches across the border, and according
to terms agreed regarding gas transit between the two countries, the Iranian Tansim
News Agency reported on Saturday. The pipeline is set to begin exporting Iranian gas to
Iraq next Tuesday during a ceremony that will include the participation of Iranian
Ministry of Oil Bijan Namdar Zangeneh, according to the news agency. Iran and Iraq
decided on a plan for developing a pipeline to carry 40 mem of gas to Iraq in September
2015. The plan was delayed over security concerns resulting from the war the Islamic
State (ISIS) group has waged in Iraq.
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EU sees Kurdistan stability as important matter, says ambassador 23 jan

Sulaimani: The EU Ambassador to Iraq Patrick Simonnet said on Sunday that the EU
is willing to help the Kurdistan Region to maintain economic momentum and considers
the region’s stable situation a “very important matter.” Speaking to NRT in the city of
Sulaimani, Simonnet said the Kurdistan Region has been capable of serving as a safe
haven despite the war against Islamic State (IS), as well as economic and political
hardships the region is facing. “We are looking very much for Kurdistan stability in Iraq,
and it is a very important matter for us because you [Kurdistan Region] are playing an
important role in the fight against Daesh,” he said, using another acronym for IS.
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A STANA SYRIAPEACE TALK

The Syrian Kurdish YPG militia said on Monday it would not be bound by any decision
that comes out of peace talks under way in Kazakhstan as it was not involved in the
meetings. Indirect talks between representatives of the Syrian government and rebel
groups began on Monday in the Kazakh capital Astana, sponsored by Russia, Turkey,
and Iran.

The talks are the first to bring government and opposition delegations together since
U.N.-brokered negotiations in Geneva were suspended last year. But the YPG and its
political arm the PYD were not invited. "As we are not participating in these talks, we

stress that we are not bound by any decisions issued from the Astana conference," the
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YPG said in a statement. "We, in the People's Protection Units (YPG), believe the entities
that are participating and that have sponsored these talks are part of the problem in
Syria in the first place," it said.

Assad's ally Russia had previously sought the PYD's presence at negotiations in
Switzerland.

Russia prepared a new Syria constitution and give Kurdish autonomy are in Syria
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France opens social center for IDPs in Duhok 27 jan

Erbil: French officials on Thursday opened a social center in Duhok where the IDPs
settled in different locations of the province can also receive psychological therapy. In the
presence of crisis management officials from French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
center, built by the Pompiers de I'Urgence International (PUI or Firefighter Emergency
International) was opened in a ceremony.
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basnews.com

Germany extends military training mission in Iraqi Kurdistan 30 jan

Berlin: Germany’s Parliament has extended the country’s training mission in Iraqi
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Kurdistan for another year. Some 150 soldiers with the Bundeswehr have been training
Kurdish “Peshmerga” militias already for two years to help in the fight against Islamic
State extremists. The decision to extend the mission another year passed easily
Thursday with 444 of 557 lawmakers voting for it, the dpa news agency reported. In a
separate vote, lawmakers also agreed to expand the Bundeswehr’s engagement in Mali
as part of a U.N. mission in the West African nation, raising the maximum number of
soldiers to 1,000 from 650. AP |
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Japanese company donates winter clothes to IDPs in Iraq jan 31

Erbil: On January 30, 2017, a second handover of winter clothes donated by Fast
Retailing, a leading Japanese clothing company, to Internally Displaced Persons(IDPs)
took place in Debaga 2 IDP camp to assist in winter 2016-2017, in cooperation with
Japanese NGO “IVY”, the Japanese consulate in Erbil said in press release received by
Ekurd. The PR said Fast Retailing, known worldwide for its famous brand “UNIQLO”,
has provided clothes to people affected by disasters and conflicts since 2001. The
Government and the people of Japan have been deeply sympathetic with IDPs who
endure their miserable living conditions in the cold and wet weather of winter. In
response to a request from the Embassy of Japan, Fast Retailing has continued to donate
warm winter clothes to IDPs in Iraq since 2014. The number of clothes donated by the
company has reached to around 34,000 pieces.
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